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Mission curier Ray Squirreil with the tools of his “trade"

You can thank Scotland

by Karen Linden

For some 200 years Canadians have bundled up
in warm swealers, taken brooms in ha and
skilfully swept smooth, circular rocks down long
sheets of ice.

The object of the game, in simple terms, is (o get
the rock as close as possible to the centre (button) of
the house, a series of circular rings at the end of the
ice.

Mission Granite Club past president, Ray Squir
rell says he has no idea how the game ariginated, but
knows the game was introduced to Canada from
Scotland

He describes the club in Mission as a fun, social
club compared to many others.

Most curling clubs must strive o be competitive
in order to survive

The Granite Club is unique in that it's a joint
venture with the municipality. In 1956 the club
struck an agreement with the municipality, allowing
the ciub to donate two acreas of land for a recreation
compiex in exchange for curling rights “forever"

However, the future delnnds on the inspiration
of young talent. Last year there were 26 junior club
members and Squirrell explains it's the only way the
club will survive.

““We must attract the youth "

The club hosted a six-week program with

panding it to more schoals this year.
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